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“The How to... series is written by teachers and teacher trainers,
people who know the reality of the classroom and the support
teachers need to get the most out of their students. Our aim is
to build teachers’ confidence, knowledge and classroom abilities
- and inspire them to try out new ideas.”
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What is grammar?

+ Texts, sentences, words, sounds

* Grammar and meaning

*+ Two kinds of meaning

* Grammar and function

* Spoken grammar and written grammar
*+ Grammar syllabuses

» Grammar rules

Conclusions
Looking ahead

Why teach grammar?

* Attitudes to grammar

* The case for grammar

* The case against grammar

* Grammar and methods

* Grammar now

* Basic principles for grammar teaching
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How to teach grammar from rules

* A deductive approach

* Rules and explanations

* Sample lesson 1: Using a rule explanation to teach
question formation

* Sample lesson 2: Teaching used 0 using translation

* Sample lesson 3: Teaching articles using grammar
worksheets

+ Sample lesson 4: Teaching word order using a
self-study grammar
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How to teach grammar from examples 49

Inductive learning

Pros and cons of an inductive approach

Sample lesson 1: Teaching imperatives through
actions

Sample lesson 2: Teaching the present simple
using realia

Sample lesson 3: Teaching should have done using
a generative situation

Sample lesson 4: Teaching the difference between
past simple and present perfect through minimal
sentence pairs

Sample lesson 5: Teaching verbs that take both
infinitive and -ing forms, using concordance data
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How to teach grammar through texts 69

Texts and contexts

Sources of texts

Sample lesson 1: Using a scripted dialogue to
teach the present simple

Sample lesson 2: Using an authentic text to teach
the passive

Sample lesson 3: Using student language to review
ways of talking about the future

Sample lesson 4: Using a dictogloss to teach would
for past habits

Sample lesson 5: Using genre analysis to teach
reporting language
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